IRISH

FTER years of dis-

appioniment and fros-
triatijor, marrow defea®s (and
near misses, Sligo All SMars
finally achieved ome of their
greag ambitiiong when they
won their first-ever touwrna-
meny in Dublin lakt week-
end.

The hig event happengd at
the new Hella Mhuire, Inch-
icore, when the Sligo squad
pipped Trinpty College 28—
27 with a bagket in lderally
the lasy second of the game
to win the Nutiomal Invita-
tjon Blitz from an eniry of
sixTeEn teams.

But the final was a ocom-
plete anti-chmax becaus.
All Stars recorded what
might well be the sensation
of the season by eliminating
a full-strength St. Vincent's
side in the semi-final.

The defeatr of the national
champions and five times
winners of the Roy Curtis
Lrophy came after a five-
minute period of extra time
and was greeted by scenes
of jubHdation and near estacy
by a huge crowd.

Earlier in the day, Sligo
had overcome Chanel Coll-
ege and Corinthians B and
already they were showing
signs of fatipue after their
gruelling game apainst Pen-
ilee the night hefore,

But they took on 5t. Vin-
cent's with just the oné
fhought in mind and even
the crowd were excited with
the meeting of what were up
to then their favourite win-
ning and losing teams.

Straight from the tip-ofi
it was clear both sides
meant business, Defence was
the key and the fight for
possession under the back-
boards was a thrilling sight.
Slige traded every score
with the Dublin boys and it
was impossible to forecast

the result even when All
Stars led 15—13 at half-
fime,

The second half was
humdinger and excitement
and tension mounted as ithe
impasse continued. Sligo
continued to show to the
fore and St. Vincent's were
really trying everything in
their book to ger on top but
even their best play was
thwarted by Skigo's hustling
man-to-man defence.

All Stars were two points
i front inside the last 30
seconds and St. Vincent's
came pounding down the
court to put away the equal-
iser. Sligo had the ball into
front court in a flash and a
foul was called. With 5 secs,
remaining, Joe Palmer step-
ped to the free-throw line,
missed the first but made
the second to leawve the
score 27—26 at the final
whistle.

Consternation

But there was consterna-
tion when an error was dis-

covered in the score-sheet
and the officials ordered
that an extra five-minute

period be played. Apparant-
by a field goal had been
marked down as one point
ingtead of two and, in fact,
the score was level when the
final mhistle went,

All Stars trooped back on
court to the cheers of the
rowd and they proceeded

the issue beyond
taking a 7—2 legd
and finishing +the extra
niod 7—4 in front.
Spectators erupted on to
the court to congratuate the
Sligo boys while the gallant
losers made rtheir way un-
noticed ta the dressing
TG,

It was without doubt
Sligo’s greatest moment of
glory apd one richly deserv-
led for their years of effortg
to get into the top bracket,
And they brought this his-
toric victory off with one of
their best displays—a true
team performance din which

gach man rose to the task
maenificenthy,

d
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Major Tournament success

ALL STARS BEAT
CHAMPIONS

aligo were abviously still
in celebrant mood when
they took the Aoor againsi
Trinity College in the final.
But they were brought
quickly to their senses as
Trinity snatched the lead
and held on to it.

After turning over trailing
13—6, All Stars  quickly
narrowed the gap to three
points but T.C.D. showed
their determination to main-
tain control and went seven
points up again.

The sdre was 231—16
with five minutes left for

play and at last, All Stars

exploded into life. Pressing
furiously despite pheir flag

ging spirits, they hauled
I'rinity back to 23—22 only
t0 see the Dublin squad

recover with two baskets in
a row whigh seemed to seal
the result.

But Sligo’s up and coming
youngster, Tommy Hickey,
fired his team-mates with
new-found inspiration when
he slotted two free throws
and followed wup with a
great basket from play.

Looked secure

Still Trinity looked secure

-they had the ball and
there was just half 4 minute
leftt. In an efforr o steal

possession, however, Hickey
committed a foul and TC.D.
were piven the option to
take two free throws or
possession from mid-court
In the
seemed a wise
take possession

decizion
and

circumstances it
to
freeze

the ball but Trinity's Malay-
cian captain, Yik, was over-
come with excitement. He
chot the ball and missed, All
Stars got posSSession and got
it up for a shot. Palmer got
sree but hiz shot rimmed the
basket and once again Trin-
itv had the ball.

In a do-or-die effort,
Palmer and McGowan trap-
ped the Trinity dribbler, the
hall went loose, MeGowan
srabbed iv and drove for the
backer. His shot and the
final whistle were simultan-
sous—the ball went into the
hasket and the referee ruled

that the score should count

Slign had won.

All Stars did not get the
scoting records on the games
but it did not matter. F_lv-:r}
player to a man gave his ut-

st and the repounding of
Jerry Meonaghan arnd
Anthony Cronnelly was no
less waluable than the defen-
cive wark of Brian O'Hara
or the winning shot from
John MeGowan,




