Basketball

Sligo Champion - March 21, 1971

Scoring spree by
All Stars

LIGO All Stars went on

College last Saturday when

a scoring spree at Summerhill
hey completely outelassed

Austin Stacks, Tralee, in a tremendously fast and exciting

National Cup game and their superb 98—37 victory

practically

ensures them ¢ place in the play-offs in Carlow next week-end.

All Sears are on top of their pool

ith all their matches played but
they must awiig result of the
last fixture on the list, US. Navy
Derry versus 5t. Mary's, Athlone,
before their future is decided. Bug
because Mavy must boost their scor-
ing average above Sligo's and as thi
would entail beating St. Marv's by
more than sixty one poimts — All
Siars” margin over Austin Stacks -
it seems abmost certain ehat Al
Stars will 2o =|'II".'IIJ"-',,|'I.

Warching Sligo's scoring maching
in action on Saturday night, it was
inconceivable that when these sides
last met in the Lota Tournament
in Cock at Easter Austin Stacks
won the game by three points. But
that's what actually happened amd
emall wonder it was that Sligo were
g0 intent on gveraging that defeat
last Saturday on their home territory
and before their own supporters.
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All’ Stars had a m urgent
reazon & winming convincingly,
however. Earlier in the day, LS.
Mavy beat the Tralee boys by 67-50

Slizo
their second half starg a

although there were only five points
between the teams with five minutes |
to #a and Sligo knew before ever|
they went on the court that they}
had to win by more than seventeen |
points in order to gualify for the
play-offs.

Played ruthlessly

At

happy with
tand it show-
ad in thair play but once they seti-
led imto their rhythm, it was exhibit-
ion basketball all the way, Stll,
Austin Stacks fought them to the
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end and with five minutes fo g9,
Slipn were leading 80-31.

Ar this stame; All Stars could
have relaxed the pressure but in-
stead they went for a recotd the
fitst team to hit 'the ton” in the

Mational Cup.
Furious pressure

Al Stars turned on furious press-
ure in those minutes but the Mun-
ster boys dogged them at every Lurn
and even though Slge bad dwelve
points im  the Jast two minutes,
Austin Stacks got great consolation
in foilipg their bid for the hundred.

5 4 victory must theiz
best-gver team performance. Ever
player gave his uimost, whether on
attick or defence. and even those
who came into the game for just a
few minutes contributed their share
towards the ultimate victory.

Cropnelly and MicGowan were the
big &uns the night with forty
five points between them but seven
athers got theic names on the score
sheet.

Sligo All Stars:- A. Cromnelly 24,
]. McGowan 21, T. O'Hara 13,
Palmer-10, B. O™Hara 9, J. Mon-

rate. a8

of

Sligo played ruthlessly but they
had to. Their defence covered every
gap, chased everv mpass, zrabbed
gvery rebound and after ten min-
utes, Austin Stacks had failed to

score while at the other end, John
McGowan and Anthony Cronnelly
between them had slammed in six-
teen pointd.

A slight relaxation in defence on
Sligo's part gave Stacks the oppor-
tunity to show they oould scare if
given the chance and they had eight
points in the next two minutes Hul
All Stars put up the shoiters once
maore and with three minuies of
the pertod remaini they were 36-8
ip front.

Sligo ‘were substiputing freely
evien at this stage and they contin.
ued to show their mastery in the

few minubes 10 half<time when the
score stood $6-15,

If All Stars thought the game was
as - pood as over at this stage, they
were very wrong as thevy soon dis-
covered in the early minutes of the
second half because Austin Staocks
showed great defermination and
spirit on the resumpton and, in
fact, it was score for score for the
apening five minutes,

aghan 6, C, Carty 4, T, Gallagher 2,
S, Watsan, I. O'Brien.




