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AS PLAYERS and supporters
bezin to arrive from Derry,
Belfast, Downpatrick, Dublin,
Caork, Killarney, Tralee, Galway
and Athlone for the GWI
Trophy Invitation Tournament
at Summerhill College, Sligo Al
Stars wind up their training
preparations with a final session
to-morrow (Friday) night con-
fident that they can make a
majcr play for the cup.

Weeks of organisation hiave gone
ifike the staging of the event and
noth ng has been left undone to
ensura that the lournament is a
most successful one for plrvers and
spectators alike.

The top seeds dre the provincial
champions of the four provinces—
Sligo All Stars, Blue Demwons, Cork,
St Vipcenmi's, Dublin, and Coll-
egians, Balast, To gualdy for the
semi-fin8ls, they must fitse overcome
stiff apposition whthin their respec-
tive pools and with the twpe of club
which the fournament hois gtiracted,
nobody will have an easy passage
into the last four.

INTERNATHONAL
PLAYERS

The standard of games is expect-
¢d 1o be exceptionally high and
there will be.a host of International

players in action as well a5 prac- |

tieally &l the “‘members of the
current national panel who will be
aAnXious [p impress national coach,
James Hotbert, cn the look-out for
soimg new faces jn the Irish squad.

Games get under way at 10.30 on
Saturday morning and continue
without interruption untl 945 jn
the evening, Sunday's programme
commonces #f 9 aam, and the last
of the twenty four pool games will
be-over by 3} p.n, The sem:c-finals

are timed for 3.30 and 4.30 and the |

final wll start a1t 7.30 with the
presenation of prizes to winners,
runners-up, most valuableg player and
free-throw competition winmer at
9 pm.
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But what of Slige's chances of
putright victorv? It is a face that
they have beaten fourteen of the
sixtecn {cams taking part and the
other two they have mever plaved.
Both of these—Marian, of Dublin,
and Clifden—are in their pool, so
chis alone should guaramtes them &
tough preliminary contest, They
wele very moressive when they de-
feated Claddagh Shamrocks in the
college gyvm during the recent lad es'
tournament there and in their only
pther game of ‘the seascn o dar,

dn

they coasted to a twenty-points
vicory over Dublin side, Corin-
Lhians,

In Paol B, the Cork clubs, Blue
Demons and Neptune will rensw
opposs.tion, which in the pas; hos
produced many fine and memorable
pames, bur Annadale, trem Beliast,
cannot be  discounted possible
semi-finalists.

Pool «C 15 an intrigu.ng one be-
capse St Vincent's, ¢f Dublin, the
current National Cup champions,
will not be 3t full strength and this
opens the door for either U5, Navy
(Derry) or St Vincenl’s (Killarney),
And again, rthe Dowmpatrick club,
Ardeglass Sharks, may cause a
Sunprise.

Callegians, of Beldast, are expect-
ed tp emerge from Pool D though
Corinthians will have other ideas,

a5

And if Claddagh's ace mplayer,
American, Bob Burke, turns on the
hedt, who knows what could
herpen?

It all adds up to a tremendously
nteresting and exciling tournament

an event not to be missed by
bhsketball fans, thanks 1o the
gpenerosity of the Collooney joinery
werks, GW.I. Lid.

Anvone intending to altend the
semi-tnals or fimal would be well
advised o come early, as ithe organ-
isers dre expooting & full house,

And for those particularly an-
xiows o watch the Slige boys in
action, the All Stars schedul: is as
follows:- Saturday, 10,30 am.,

5.A5. v, Chiden; 8,15 pm.—5.AS,
v, Murign: Suncday 9 am.—5AS.
v, Austin Stacks.

Sligo All Stars: |, MoGowan

(Capt.}, T, O™Hara, A. Cronnelly, B.
O'Hara, |. Palmer, |. .‘-h'-n.zl;h.'—.n, |
Carty, T. O'Brien.

taf thei” opponents’ worth as two
yeirs apo, Tooy (FHara and Joe
Palmer waiched them lay whan
in Glasgéw for a junior internmat-
ional against Scotlznd.

They will be no eisy team to
beat, as they have o of the tal-
lest centres in  these islands—a

All Stars have
date in Scotland

Sligog All Stars have Lbzen drawn
apa'nst the Glasgow Club, Pen=
nilee, in th=s Greap  Britain and
Ii-dand —lub Championsh!p.

They must travel fo  Scotland
teis month to play the firgg log
angd the retumn leg is duos fo be
plaved in Novembeon,

The hxtures were made
meeiing ap  Teeside last week-end
and the draw iz as fcllows—Man-
Ei-".'.‘i:ll'l' LEI'I'I‘-'ICF_!E['. ¥ Boromuwir
[Edinburgh); 5i. Vincents ({Dub-
lin) w Suiton (Lowdon); Llvnypwia
(Cardilfy v Hornets (Edmburgh):
Penoilee (Glasgow) v, Slkao Al
Sars.

The

il d

Sliges ‘boys have scmie idea

seven fest pivot player who should
be worth ac least thirty poinis @
2ame,

Big problem at the moment for
oligo is their lack of a home courg

a5 lhe rules specifv (har venues
mus: be of internaticnal standard
and becau®e Summerhill College
t5 nol a ful-size gym., Al Stars

will probably hive to play  the
homs: fixture in Gabway or Dubiin,




