Basketball

All Stars reach National
Cup semi - finals

e

(By a “Sligo Champion™ Sports Representative).

SLIGO ALL STARTS are through to
by virtue of one of the toughest struggles they hav
night they were put through the mill by a stubbornly
team from Tralee and after a gruelling, bone

unattractive basketball imaginable, they emerged with

| The firml score was 58-3% in
 SHpo's favour but n actusl fact,
All Simrs bad only five poinds 1o
speire on  Aggregudc because  they
started  fhe gome  lourbecn  pOENAR

dowin from the wwiay  msich

Tralee lnst December,

There wus wn air of ahnormality
ghouy the whole affasr because
Shgo cowld mever play their s
game in the consiand knowiedge
fet they had seven baskels to
make up before the game gob
mnder way wmd Ghan when they
finally struggbed ou n front, tha
fourteen points was slwoys hover-
ing over thein heads.

Ausiin Stacks had thesr tactics
wedl worked oul in acdvance, They
adopied o completely negative al-
gude based on the Fact that they
could afford to lose the game by
up tip fourteen ond stEll win,
Their policy was Bo slow the play
down o o crawl and this, backed
up by a hustling, herd-working
man to man delence, was intend.
ad to upser Skgo's rhythm and
{orce errors and bad shols,

Tive Trales boys were determin-
ed o wan at afl costs wnd they
gamided ather recklessly  with
dreir fouls fy the wope of [rusina-
ing the locals who are kidwn i
prefer  the pure, free-flowung game

To & large extent they succeed-
ed i their fnbentons because they
fied up Shgo's wifack Into & stop-
go, disorganised opergtion mnd
onty thet Afl Stars had a distinct
hetght wdvantage over their op-
ponents they might mever have
broken dowry the defensive barrier
with whilch they were faccd.

And thewr frustnason teciics paid
off ‘T aniotheer nespect oo becatse
both Johin McoGowan and Joe Pl
mer discovener]l  that the

e

« game had 1o place in
the strpppgle and both prayers ran
g Toul troapble more through
desperation Yhan desgn,

in fact MoGowsn sal oot the
groater part of e game on the
e having incurred four fouls an
the opening Touriesn mrvinarbes - amd
wivert hie returmed labe i thie &ec
and Wl he was unforiuEyie  Tn-
pugh 10 pick up his fiffth in & very
short Tne

whills o ¥

Kept hopes alive

Wiih  both of  these players
pragily  subdued, ANl Stars maghd
have been ' roule but not at all.
Brign ('Hara and . Monaghan
were onlv impedient 1o get' thellr
chance and # was ihis pair who
kept Sligo's hopes ullive therough-
out n very oriticad first [fifieen

minutes.

aoslin Stacks had lour up on
the board before Monaghan god
Sigo's first score from play and
vt was after five mimutes
. Stacks continued to show 0
vhe fromt and @ was oot until dhe
pemth minute that Shizgo level-
the score @ '14-14—and sl
svem haskels 10 erase!

Small wonder there was a hing
of despair about Slige’s play a8
{hey Toumd tlremselves not only
[afling o make up the beeway bue
falling even fumther befind. De-
[emee was obviously the key and
defend Shgo did.

Once Anthony Cronnelly gave
Sligo the lead ot 16-14, the AT
Stacs pidl a Bd on the basket aunic]
Auslin Stacks were deprived of
a further score between them and
bl terne which sfage Shgo had
stredched 1ne gap o 26-14

the semi-finals of the National Cup but only,
e ever experienced.
determined
-bashing forty
the honours.
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On Saturday
Austin  Stacks
minutes of the most

made fi 28-14 shorily)
afiter the resarl gnd av last Hhey
sides were  fevel  on aggrogate.s
defemfing  desparabely but’
with demdly effect, Shgo eased om
Y-18 mml Uhanks o some fine
base-line play by Cronnelly, & was
soion =22, .

But the job wasn't vel done be-
cause Austin Stacks theew aghie
their catband-mowse  policy @n the
hope of pulling rhe game ol of
ghe fire and Shgo seemed vo be
caught i a moment of pelaxae.
.

With three mindes to go, Stiacks
hisd reduced the gap to 50-30—
six potns overall-and the tension
became almost  ovarwhelming as
they reduced it even further.

Ciofng o the Tast minule & was
52-35-—dlwree :_n::."l'h overall but
Shgo kept cool emd kept control
o win 38-39

Palaver

Tense, exciting

Although the game had Hule o
offer in e way of stimactive play,
it was ome of the mos tense i
exciing  ever wilnessed by the
home suppporters who wers ke
on the edge of thelr scals réght 10
ine Molsh,

Brign O'Harp had, perhaps, b
firsest-ever pame gi  honve although
he s o player who hes heen
imp-oving steadily @il season while
Gerry Mosmaghan had @ really
brilliang first half,

Amnthony Crosmelly was a Gower
of sireneth in the second  hall
ard hoah Gerry Gaflagher and Stam
Burns comifibuted i mo sl
way 1o the svictory.

Sliga All Stars: A, Cronmelly
16, G, Monmsghan 11, B. O'Harm
10, 1. Pafmer 8, G, Gallagher 6, 1.
MoCrowan 5, 5. Bomms 2




