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All Stars are first
holders of trophy

Slize All Stars became the first hold- |
ers of the Noel Gahan Memorial
Trophy when they beat the host
club, 5t. Mary's, Athlone, in the
fina! of a twelve-team open invitat-
ion tournament in Costome Bar-
racks, Athlone, last Sunday.

| Tt was 2 most satislfying viciory for

the Slign sguwad, not only because it
was their Ticst time to win & major
tournament at the venue, bui partic-
wlarly ‘bécause they were put 1o a
very severe fest before coming out
on fop,

After beating Marmst College, Ath-!
lase, on Satirday by 55-40, &l Stars
found themselves without big Anth-
ony Cronnelly for Sundayv's games—
the Sligo centre injured a knee lig-
ament—but info the side stepped
Gerry Monaghan and thanks io a
greal  performance by Tony O'Hara,
All Stars tore through Kellihers of

Tralee 1o win their pool 53:41,

Sligo hit a bad peich against a
jweak St Mary's B team in the
semi-final and they were only up
foir points at the break. Some hard.
hilting words from coach Tom O'Brien
gol the Sligo Iadsz in action and they
coasted through to the final with
Iwenly paints to spare, 52-32,

* ]

Spurred on by the parlisan
{ crowd, 5. Mary's took an early lead
i the finsl and the local referees

came down heavily on Sligo. as cap.
I-fain John MeGowan picked up three
Fouls in the space of as many minwtes,

The Sligo player—back to top form
after an ankle injury—had to sit out
the first half an the bench and watch
his team creep into the lead and hald

up to half time.

The scoreboard read 31-24 for Sligo
at the interval but the offivial record
| had Shigo in front by 28-24 and when
[Joe Palmer picked up his fourth and
fifth fouls in quick siccession early
m the second half and had to leave
the court, it waes obvious the odds
were stacked against Sligo,

St. Mary's t their fams wild wi

delight as they sneaked in iwo easy

b
i

14

on o a four-points advantage coming |

shots to equalise and they [hu-ugﬂl;
they had Sligo beaten when they went
two poinis in front entering the last
three miniies,

They were wrong of course, As
many a team has learncd 1o their
cost, All Stars are mever beaten until
the final whisile and the roars of the
crowd died a guick death when first
Brian O'Haura, thea John Melowan

land then Gerry Gallagher rolled in

their shots to restore Sligo's lead.

club-mates John McGowan, Anthony
Cronnelly.and Yoo Palmer,

The Irish senior squad will also play
a Friendly game against a European-
based U.5: Air Force team,

The games will take place in Dub-

" DOUBLE FOR

St. Mary's fell completely to pleces

and All Stars froze the play to
time and win eventually by 56-51

This was onc of the best
tories by the Slipo squad
time and the scores were-¢ve

for some
nly div-

| ided amoang the players, all of whom

put away vilal shots when the going
wis loughest.

A special word of praise to coach
O’ Brien, whose shrewd judgement, un.
canny reading of the play and skil
use of his plavers was the ¢
factor in a ding-dong final,

Sligo All Starsz— T. O'Harg 49, I,
McGowan 43, J. Palmer 32, G, Mon-
[2ghan 12, B, O'Hara 21. A. Croanelly
19, G. Gallagher 12, C. Carty 6, E
Hanssen 2, T, O'Brien.

Honour for
All Stars’
players

Slign’s ever-growing list of Irish In-
ternationals was lengthened with
the addition of two new names
when the national under-20 team

and Irish coach, Mr. Tom O'Brien.

On to the roll of honour go the
| names of Gerry Monaghan and Brian
O’'Hara, both of whom are first {eam
players with Sligo Al Stars.
Monaghan isson of the late renown-
ed “Monty" Monaghan whose skill on
the soccer Meld won him an inter-
national cap. while O'Hara is a bro-
ther of the stylish Sligo plaver, Tony,
| who played for Treland in the Four
Country sepior tournament in Edin-

wasle |

lgam vic- 1

’]

was announced last week by local |

SUMMERHILL

Summerhill College stvored an casy

double over St. Joseph's, Foxford, in
the first round of the Connacht
Schoois  Boskelball Ceompetition  at
the College Gymnasivm recently.
{ In the Senior game the score was
63-21, while in the Junior game;
Summerhill had little trouble winning
T0-28,

The Seniors were slow in setthng
down and missed many scoring chan-
ces, In the second half they succeed-
ed in desiroving the Foxford defence
with their fast breaking. Prominent in
| attack were G, Gallagher and S, Mal-
oney,

In the Junior pame, Summerhiil
forged shead right from the stari and
| plaved with confidence and ecasc. C.
Cannon and M. O'Brien stored many
fine baskets. They were ably sup-
ported throughout by 8§ Watlson, F.
Rogers and D, Cassidy,
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Sligo will have
tough nut to
crack

Slizo wili, have threg attemply to
reach an All-Iieland finz] when the
national championship sPmi-finals
arz played in Dublin pex; Saturday.

o play Dabhn in all three
—juvenile mimor and senior,
roim  reports of their oppon-
rotential, they will have their
work el ol
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next when they take on the Irish{..oi W SRARL PRSI e o
senior team in which they will face | sPniors have some  fine
-'i‘:_H.'-- s in ihkeir ranks and chey

wil] not be deberred in the least

by dhe lofty reputation of the Dub-
Ners.

The méncirs and juveniles too will
b2 all oud to win and in champion-
:-|'|.§|'In hdhk""fb;:h oe cdn never be
sule,

It iz understocld the fate of the
R Sde may be followed on
the Saturdav afternoon sports pro-
gramme gn RTE radio commencing
at 5 pum,

The programme is asg folcws
% . ’

< i Juvenilte; 330 pan. aminos: 5
pam. stnior, Venue for the ssmes
HalldViliire, Inchicore,
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