Basketball

Off-form

F 1973 is ta go down in the record books of Sligo All Stars,
the indications so far sugzzest it will net be a vintage vear
@rause there was I\I||'1-"_ evidence of the indifferént lorm
'.xl' ch has beset the club in the past mosth when on Sunday
last in Roscommon i made a speedy and ignoble exit fr:
the Noel Gahan Memorial Trophy lournament which they
entered as defending champions.,
- And the team responsible for Skgn's After o claselv-Toughi opening Tive
| climinwion was the voong and spright- minutes, St Vincent’s pulled clear
Iy, St. Yincent's Killarney - the side and from then on, they plaved 3 steady
which caused that major National -controled game with the object of
Cup sethack by ugsetiing Alli-Stars on profe: |.n|- thedr fead and this they did
their home courg a few weeks. back.  with complete success
| tars had disposed of a rather| T|‘..'-' iurned over 26-14 in front and
i'.'.-* kU .{_.fj. e [VE: o-34  in \I"":::-. Slig began 4o wrow desperale as
opening Tixture before facing a sirong | the game progressed, v countered
1

chrallenge from their hosts, 5t Mary's
Althlone, with a plave on the semi
final stake, It should have posed
no great problem far the Sligo outfic
but b was nor the

Pushing six points ahead after five
minutes, they allowed St. Mary's come
back. upset their stride and take the
leach 26=25 gt hall time, It comtinued

in this vein wntil seven mirutes inio |

the second period at which stage 5t
Mary's had increased the gen to 38 to
31.

Sligo scemed 1o suddenly shake | more determined an their next outing,
 themselves milo reality and with a Shigo AlkStars— T. Hickey 14 ]
determined effort. they 1iurned the |Palmer 26, J. Monaghan 30, J Me
tables on the Athione bovs to g0 in| Gowan 20. S. Burns 12, B. O'Hars
frong 48-44 \\ th le than a minute | 10, & Waison 6. C. Dugran 6, 7.
io mo and Sheo in possession, the| Dwwver, G. Gallagher 2.
game appeared (o be wrapped up bu |
not 50 itwo bad passes mave 5t

Mary's enough of the
score and force an extra period of
II.'E'.'.: minutes,

Athlone showed in froni the
arly momenis of the extra play but
perior shooting fron the free throw
e zaw Slipp throwgh by a 62-58
MArgin.

Well-drilled

All of Shpgo's apparent talent and
experience was outweighed in the
semi-final by the determimation and
scipline of a well-drilled St. Vin
ceni’s squad, Whereas the Rkillarney
bovs were constantly - helping  each
ather out hoth on offence and defence
the All-Star plavers seemed pre-occup-
ied with doing only their own lot and
no more,

This was particularly the case on
offence where more often than not
the fnur p}a'l.-uf}f AGE N possesson of
the ball were waiting for o come
their way rather than tryi s‘;r to create
openings for themselves or their team
males

§t. Wincent's plaved a tighthy staked
defence which aimed at exerting maxi-
mum pressure on (he ‘man with the
ball and Skpo were only playing into
their hands by nop keeping the

moving swiftly between the

ball to tie the |

| ball
players,t
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All Stars lose again

ectively by turning the All-Stars
jerrors into scores  and  were  clear
winners at 50-36 1n the finish,

5. Vipcent's went on {o receive g

lesson in even m
and defensive effic
of Duwblin who won
plenty to sparc.
Shego ha their problems but they
are not so serious that they cannol be |
overcome, All-Stars are not the (vpe
of team i1a sif down after a defeat -
rather wall they come back all the

s perfect offensive
ncy from Marian
the final with

Determined to
make amends

SLIG ALL STARS will have anl
opportunity to regain some of |
their flagzing confidence when |
they thost Mellihers of Tralee in a
Mational Cup game in Summerhill
College, Sligo, next Sunday,

home defeat by St |
and last week
attempt to reain

their
Killarney,
coessiul

After
Yimcent's
end's uns

the Mopel Gahan Trophwy ShHzo are
just in the ht mood for vengen-
[uncc and they will be ping to
make Kellihers the wictims.

A biz win would go a long way
towards restori Sligo's dented
prestize and with th v, Mawvy and

Glen Abbey Tm.l:mmrnx\. the All-
reland finals and' the wvital National
Cup fiture with hr. Vincent's all
coming in the next few weeks, Sligo

=

can afford to wastel no time in gett-
ing right back on form.
For this reason, Sunday's pame

':c-!s on an extra importance and
izo will have all the more reason
tes ::n'rke it remembered as the re-
turn to theid old style.




