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GRAND SLAM
FOR SLIGO

Sligo Champion - Jan. 26, 1973

ILIGO basketball teams achieved “the grand slam” when they
won all four titles in the Connacht Chamuvionships playsd

in Galway on Sunday last. As we

and Juvenile title, Siigo regains

Il as retdining the S€nior, Minor
:d the Junior title which they

forfeited a few years ago to ‘enter Senior basketball.

To win the Championships,

Sligo defeated Lcltnm {Mmur

and Juvenile), Roscommon ‘[unmr} and last year's All-Ireland

finalists, Mayo (Senior),

Sago  recorded  double-score  vie-
tories against the Roscommon and
Leitrim teams, while *in the Senior
Fm&, they met tough opposition

m Mayo, who were cil:h.rmmlbd 1o

Shgo's monopoly in Conmacht
haskatlmﬂ But the sheer talent of
the Sligo squads was not o be taken

ly. In fact, two of Sligo's star

vers—Francis Rogers and Siuart

fgon — figured in three grades,
Wwhile Tommy Hickey emerged as the
gtar of both Minor and Senior. Ten
other plavers also played dual roles
in Slipo’s achievement.

In all, 32 players travelled 10 Gal-
way for the championsghips, and in=
cluded members from Sligo Al Stars,
%ﬁgﬂ:rhiﬂ College and the Boys'

While Toam O'Brica, the Irish
International coach guided the affairg
of three teams, John MeGowan, the
captain of Sligo All Stars Senicr icam
and imndernational plaver, coached
the Minor team.

Slign 74 Leitrim 24

The first game of the afiernoon
saw Sligo retain the Minor title when
they had a brilliand viciory over
Leitrim.

Throughout the game Sligo wend on
scoring sprees. Ondy once in the first
Mhalf did Leitrim reply score-far-score
but Sligo were 3%—15 ahesd at the
break, and the final score was 79 —24,

Led by Tomimy Hicksy, this Sligo
Minor squad was reminiscent of the
greal minor feams of the past

Playing beautiful team basketball,
SBligo were best served by Hickev,
Rogers, and Stuart Watson, who
pla with an injured ankle.

go Minors: Hickey (36), Watson
{61, Dolorev (4, D. Monaghan (91,
Burns (8), Rogeérs (12), M. O'Brien
{7), 'E. Monaghan (2], Moloney,
L¥nch, Verdon, Cassidy.

Slipo 66 Leitrim 28

In their second game, Sligo - had
another convincing win, this lime
beéating Leitrim by 66—28,

In the first five minme Sligo scored
four baskets, Leitrim then scored (o
make it B—5, bur the superior Sligo
bovs forged ahead. Tne the twelve
minutes remaining betore half-time,
Sligo zcored 30 points to Leilrim's 4,
leaving the score, 33—9.

Lefrim came more mto the game
in the second half, but could not
match the Sligo bovs. Even in the last
thre¢ minutes, when Slgo brought
thaee of their smallest players inlo
the game, Leitrim not match
the champions.

While Sligo's first-five — Rogers,
Verdon, O'Brien, Cassidy and Eames
—spoured the championship, the rest

of the team added to the victory.
Eﬂm Juveniles: Rogers (193, M.
ferdon €14°  Cassidy

(159, Esmes (R}, Kent (2), T: O'Brien
(2}, Kelly, O'Connor, Dunne, Tighe,
MoGoaveriy,

Sligo 82; Roscommeon 29

In their bid for the Junior tite,
Shigo completelv owtlolassed Roscom-
mon, In the opening five minules,
Sligo gined & 17-paint lead, thereby
dampening the spirit of their oppon-
emts, Led by Stan Burns, the Sligo
men showcased the finer points of
team-play — perfect shooting, pass-

ing, PD"SI'“U"HHS and -U.HSIS{I-I.'!E

Following Sligo’s opening  lead,
Roscommon  were  canghl unaware
and by half-time were truiling, 49—
12, In the second hall Sligo rested
their first-five, and Roscommon came
more into the game, although never
threatening.

Although built around experienced
“veteruns” Hke Stan Burns amd new-
gomers Ivap Grifin and- Hoemy
Dowyer; Stigo were well served by their
minor and inexperienced plvers.

Sligo Juniors: 5. Burns (183, Griffin
(8), Scaplon {(Ll), Dwwer (7), Gall-
aoher (16). Watsen (10), Rogers (4),
Moloney (4), D. Monaghan (43, T
Pakmer, J, Burns, J, Harde.

Shigo 82; Mayo 56

In the Senior final, Sligo met their
toughest challenge bui after an un-
setiled: first hali they fook control
and finally besi Mayo by 82 points
to 36,

From the tip-off Mavo gol down to
business and set a very fast pace,
never allowing Sligo a chance 1o get
in their shots, After five minutes
Mayo were leading 11—5, and stayed
| in front umtil the eighth minute. But
i the Mayo pressure had i3 price, and
midway through the first half, they
"had 13 fowls apainst them, while Sligo
| had- seven.

By then Sligo had taken the lead
and a score-for-score patlerit wias sat,
bt Slige held ouwl and fnished the
half with a 3-point lead, 39—36.

Sligo started the second half with
Stuart Watsen replacing Joc Palmer,
who Rad four [ouls against him.

Adthough Maya were first to score
in the opening minsie, Skigo took
control. Some fine shooting by Watson
and Tom chkey and  Cierry Mon-

aghan commanding the post-position,
gave Sligo 17-pt, lead after ten min-
e,

Mayo tried hard to reduced the
ever-increasing lead, but by now the
Connacht d-mmpiuru. were masters,

Slign used the fast-hreak to great
effect, and on atteck they sst-up their
shots and - lterally ran rings around
ning B2—56, giving badefie neralg.
the Mavo defence. They increased
their lead to 27 points, making the
firal score BZ—56. ¥
their lead to 26 points, making the

Sligo Seniors: McGowan (B), 1.
Palmer (6), Monaghan (200, Hickey
{223, Waison (&), Burns (101, Griffin
{2), Duggan (4}, Callagher (4], and
| YHara.




